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for the appearance of weakness which a divided Govern-
ment on any capital object must throw upon it,

* The change has been complete; it is generally said to
have been forced on the King, and I cannot undertake
to admit or deny this; but I am more apt to imagine
that the resolution of Parliament respecting America
was the greater violence of the two; and whatever may
have been the first impressions, on dismissing old
friends and servants, and receiving into his closet new
and hitherto adverse men, yet there seems to me to be
an impression likely to yield to more knowledge of these
men, and to habits of doing business confidentially with
them. You will hardly need to be told that I voted for
the removal of the late Ministry. I refused however to
concur in the vote of censure, to which I could not,
without an impression of something disgusting to myself
as well as of injustice, give my consent in the moment
of their fall. I shall support the present Ministry with
more cordiality, and therefore, I hope, with more exer-
tion than I ever could the last.

6 The reforms with which their Government opens, you
know I formerly approved. I think this is a happy mo-
ment for gaining to the Constitution some great and
valuable improvements; and I like them the better for
the facility with which they may now be carried, without
those convulsions which could alone have produced them
as the measures of Opposition, and which naturally, and
I think deservedly, gave great scandal, when they
were attempted before to be forced on Parliament by
the means of popular distraction, during a war which
rendered all distractions fetal/